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1. Cut soil erosion : Rows of trees break up winds 

2. Improve air & water quality: protect shorelines 
and rivers with greenbelt buffers to conserve soil and 
improve water quality.   

3. Increase income : Properly managed trees can provide excellent 
sources of income, such as the sale of trees or wood products.  

4. Save energy : Windbreaks can reduce winter home fuel con-
sumption. Trees provide shade. 

5. Protect livestock : Trees reduce wind and can significantly re-
duce animal stress. Livestock need less feed and their gains are 
higher. 

6. Sound barrier : Reduce noise from traffic and other sounds. 
Plant leaves, branches, and twigs absorb sounds of different fre-
quencies. 

7. Home for wildlife : Provide important cover, nesting, and breed-
ing areas. In winter, the seeds and fruits of trees and shrubs provide 
food for non -migratory species. 

8. Living snow fence : Hold snow on fields and off of roads.  

9. Improve crop yields : Soil particles blown by strong winds can 
damage crops. Yields also may be lowered by the effects of hot 
winds. Trees protect against these hazards. 

10. Beautify the 
countryside.  

 

Ten Ways to Use Trees  
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Seedlings :  

Seedlings have just been removed from the 
seedbed, are less expensive than trans-
plants, are easy to plant, and are a better 
choice for large plantings. (2-0) designates 2 
yr. old seedlings, (3-0) designates  3 yr. old 
seedlings, (4-0) designates 4 year old seed-
lings. 

Transplants :  

Transplants are older seedlings that have 
been moved to a transplant bed for a year or 
more. Transplants are larger, sturdier, and 
have more established root systems. Plant-
ing requires a little more effort. Transplants 
are a good choice for windbreaks and land-
scaping. (2-1) designates a 3 yr. old tree that 
spent two years in a seedling bed and one 
year transplanted. (2-2+) designates a 4 yr. old tree that 
spent two yrs in a seedling bed and two or more years in a 
transplant bed.  
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Handling Seedlings:  

For the highest survival rate, handle trees carefully and 

plant them immediately. If planting must be delayed a few 

days, keep the plants in a cool, protected place with air cir-

culation between the trees. Keep the trees out of the rain 

and wind. To check if the trees need water, feel the media 

around the roots. If it isn't damp, water the trees and allow 

the excess water to drain. In cool, damp weather, the big-

gest threat to these trees is from mold. DO NOT PUT IN A 

BUCKET OF WATER FOR AN EXTENDED PERIOD. This 

will cause the roots to rot. 

When to Plant:  

Ideal planting days are cool and cloudy with little or no 

wind. If possible, avoid planting on warm, windy days. The 

soil should be moist. Care in planting is more important 

than speed. Make sure the roots are never allowed to be-

come dry. Bare root seedlings should be carried in a water-

proof bag or bucket with plenty of moist material packed 

around the roots to keep them damp. Ideally, bare root box-

es should be kept refrigerated or packed in ice or snow. 

Where to Plant:  

Competition from weeds, grass or other trees is detrimental 

to the survival and growth of seedlings. Choose areas free 

from competition or clear at least a 3 ft. square area before 

planting. Seedlings should not be planted under the crown 

of existing trees or closer than 6 feet to existing brush. Also, 

do not plant tall tree species under or near overhead utility 

wires. 
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Brush aside loose organic material such as leaves, grass, 

etc., from the planting spot to expose soil. If organic matter 

gets into the planting hole, it can decompose and leave air 

spaces. Roots will dry out when they grow into these spac-

es. It is NOT recommended to soak tree roots in water be-

fore planting. 

Open up the hole with a shovel or a tree planting bar, mak-

ing sure the hole is deep enough for the roots to be fully ex-

tended. If roots are curled or bunched up, the tree will not 

be able to take up water correctly, will often weaken and 

die, or may blow down later due to poor root structure.  

Take a tree out of planting bag only after a hole is ready. 

When exposed, the fine roots can dry out in as little as 

30 seconds. Hold the seedling in place in the hole, making 

sure the roots are straight, fully extended and that the tree 

is neither too shallow or too deep in the hole.  Fill hole, al-

lowing soil to fall in around the roots. Tamp with hands or 

with your heel. Fill with more soil, if necessary, and tamp. 

Tamping is important. If soil is not firmly packed around the 

roots, there will be air pockets that can dry out the roots, 

and the seedlings may be weakly anchored. Fertilizer is 

NOT necessary and NOT recommended for the first year.  

Water thoroughly after planting. Water regularly for 

several weeks to help plants establish roots.  

How to Plant:  
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PLANTRA TREE TUBES - Protect seedlings 

from deer and other critters while creating a mi-

croclimate optimal for survival & faster growth. 

The fiberglass stake allows the trees to bend 

and sway more naturally than hard stakes. 

Vents allow trees to harden off for winter. $7.00 

each (includes stake, ties, and mesh bird shield/

cover) 

PLANTRA TREE BARK PROTECTORS - Shields bark from 

damage. Opaque white color reflects heat, coils around trunk and 

expands with growth. $3.50 each 

TREE PLANTING GEL ï Super-concentrated material 

that absorbs and stores water, releasing it to plant 

roots on demand for increased survival and growth.  A 

1-oz. bag will treat 250 seedlings. $3.00/1-oz bag 

ñTREES PLANTEDò SIGNS ï Protect your investment 

with a 7.5ò x 11.5ò aluminum sign ñTrees Planted Keep 

Off.ò Also has Conservation District logo in left hand 

corner. $3.50 each 

BLUEBIRD HOUSE ï Locally-handcrafted cedar blue-

bird house made to North American Bluebird Society 

recommended specifications, with removable pin for 

easy cleaning.  $20.00 each 

PLANTSKYDD ANIMAL REPELLENT - 

ALL NATURAL! Considered the most cost

-effective, environmentally-safe repellent 

available; long term effectiveness is at-

tributed to 100% natural, vegetable oil 

binder that sticks to plants even under se-

vere snow/rainfall conditions up to 6 

months over winter, 3-4 months in summer. As an added benefit 

Plantskydd Deer Repellent acts as a foliar feed fertilizer for many 

types of plants. MADE IN THE U.S.A.  *See Order Form For 

Products & Pricing 

Planting Supplies and Products  
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Red Pine (Pinus resinosa) - Grows well in 

sandy soils, full sun to light shade. May attain 

heights of 50ô to 80ô with a trunk 2ô to 3ô in   

diameter. Can tolerate dry, windy, or rocky 

conditions. Used for windbreaks, ornamental 

plantings, timber production, and erosion con-

trol. Native 

White Pine (Pinus strobus) - Michiganôs State 

Tree. Fast growing and long-lived. Grows in 

full sun to moderate shade; adapts to many 

soil types. One of the most valuable trees in 

Eastern North America; used for Christmas 

trees, as an ornamental, windbreaks, timber 

production, reforestation and habitat restora-

tion, and wildlife food and habitat. Height: 80-

100 feet. Native 

Blue Spruce (Picea glauca) - Slow-growing 

spruce that may reach heights of 80ôto 100ô; 

blue-green needles. Prefers rich, moist soils; 

moderately shade tolerant. Often planted for 

wildlife cover, screens, windbreaks and Christ-

mas trees. Non-native 

Norway Spruce (Picea abies) - Fast growing 

spruce that can attain heights of 60ô to 90ô. 

Grows in a wide variety of soils. Somewhat 

shade tolerant. Most often planted for timber, 

pulpwood, windbreaks and wildlife. Cones are 

used in wreath decorations. Non-native 

Conifer Trees  



  

 

 

White Spruce (Picea glauca) -  

Slow to moderate growing spruce. May attain 

heights of 90ô to 100ô. Prefers sandy loam soils 

or well-drained clay mix soils. Most often plant-

ed for windbreaks, wildlife cover, landscaping, 

reforestation, visual screening, and Christmas 

trees. Native 

Northern White-Cedar (Thuja occidentalis) - 

Cedar makes a nice ornamental, windbreak, 

visual barrier, and provides valuable food and 

shelter for wildlife such as birds and deer. 

Shade-tolerant. Grows well on a variety of soils; 

often found in cool, moist organic soils near 

streams and drainage-ways, as well as on cal-

careous soils. Mature height 50ô-60ô. Wrap with 

burlap in winter to protect from deer if used in 

home landscape. Native 

American Larch/Tamarack (Larix laricina) - 

American larch is a straight and slender, medi-

um-sized tree, with a pyramidal form. It is 

Michiganôs only native deciduous conifer. The 

soft, needle-like clusters of leaves turn brilliant 

gold in the fall and fall off the trees around Oc-

tober. Often found in moist soils, but can also 

do well in drier soils in open areas. Plant as an 

ornamental and for wildlife plantings. Native  

Conifer Trees  
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Deciduous Trees  

Sugar Maple (Acer saccharum) - Plant in full sun 

or shade (highly shade tolerant). Tolerant of a 

variety of conditions; prefers well-drained, rich or 

acidic or loamy soils. Golden yellow foliage in 

autumn. One of the largest and most 

commercially important hardwoods, 

used for quality lumber and maple syrup 

production. Mature height: 50 to 80 ft. 

Native 

Red Maple (Acer rubrum) - One of the first trees 

to flower in the spring. The leaves turn a brilliant 

red color in the fall. Does very well in a wide 

range of soil types, with varying textures, mois-

ture, pH, and elevation. Plant in partial shade or 

full sun. Often used in landscaping; can be used 

for maple syrup. Medium to large-sized tree, 

reaching heights of 60 to 90 ft. Native  

Serviceberry (Amelanchier canadensis) - One of 

the first plants to flower in the spring. Produces 

abundant flowers with long white petals. The 

abundant, edible, dark-purple berries can be 

used in pies and jellies. In the fall, the leaves 

turn a reddish color. The fruits are favored by a 

variety of birds such as ruffed grouse and cedar 

waxwings, and they are also known to be eaten 

by at least 23 other different animals. Use as a 

beautiful ornamental/landscaping tree and in 

wildlife plantings. Tolerant of shade but thrives in 

sunny sites. Prefers moist to wet soils. Mature 

height: up to ~25 ft, sometimes made into bon-

sai. Native  
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Deciduous Trees  

Trembling aspen (Populus tremuloides) -  

Trembling aspen is a medium-sized to large tree, 

typically growing in multi-stemmed clones in a va-

riety of sites. While individual trees may only live 

for ~100 yrs., disturbance such as cutting or fire 

will cause root sprouting, producing clones. One 

of the largest organisms in N. America is an old 

trembling aspen clone in the Rocky Mts. In the 

absence of disturbance such as timber manage-

ment, our aspen forests are slowly transitioning to 

other cover types. Trembling aspen provides very 

important food and cover for a variety of wildlife 

including beaver, deer, and many species of birds 

especially ruffed grouse. Shade intolerant, fast 

growing. Grows well in moist or dry soils and dis-

turbed sites. Important for wood products 

(pulpwood). Mature height: 50 to 80 ft. Native 

White/Paper birch (Betula papyrifera) - This 

northern/boreal tree grows well in a variety of 

soil conditions from wet to dry, and acidic to 

basic soils. Beautiful dense stands are formed 

on burned-over areas due to seedlings require-

ment for bare soil and full sunlight for germina-

tion. Paper birch is shade intolerant, so plant in 

full sunlight or sunny openings. It makes an ex-

cellent choice for landscaping/ornamental trees, 

grows well in disturbed sites, and provides im-

portant for food and cover for a variety of wild-

life including deer, and numerous birds. Birch is 

also valued for commercial forest products, pro-

duces high quality firewood, and is highly val-

ued by native people for crafting. Medium-sized 

tree, reaching heights of 40 to 70 ft. Native  


